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Harris County Fire Fighters Association

P.O. Box 3485
Humble, TX  77347
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             ______________________________________________________________________________
                                              June 20, 2012 Meeting Minutes
I. Welcoming – Meeting called to order by David Wade at 19:03 hrs.

A. Pledge of Allegiance 
B. Invocation – Doug Clough
C. Roll Call

D. Fire Chief Welcoming – Chief Bitz, Jersey Village VFD
E. Recognition of Guests

1. Past Presidents – Ickes, Clough, Battise, Anders, Bunn, Burke
2. Good Will Ambassador – Michael Godfrey

3. Elected Officials

4. Other Guests 
II. Presentations
A. Neal Hardin – American Red Cross
III. Presentation of Reports

A. Approval of May Minutes – A Motion was made by William Crawford and 2nd by Jerry Ickes to accept the May minutes as presented, carried all in favor.

B. Approval of the Financial Report – A Motion was made by Michael Battise and 2nd by Mark Bitz to approve the May financial report, carried all in favor.

C. IRiS 2012 Project Workgroup – Templates are done and will be installed and incorporated into all 800 radios for interoperability/mutual aid.  The next meeting will be in July.
IV. Training

A. 2013 HCFFA Texas A&M Field Day, tentatively scheduled for April 5-7, 2013.

B. “When All Else Fails”, Critical Airway Strategies in EMS, June 28, 2012.  Sponsored by Atascocita VFD – Harris County FMO, 2318 Atascocita Rd., Humble, TX  77396.

V. Report from Area Leadership Groups

A. Northwest Emergency Services Leadership Coalition – FM 1960/Louetta corridor almost complete.  IRiS was discussed.
B. Northeast Chiefs – No meeting last month.  Next meeting July 11 at Sheldon VFD, Station 3.
C. Bay Area Chiefs – Seabrook VFD has a rescue boat available.  Starting to develop a common SOP/SOG for mutual aid for the departments in the area as well as a Safety Officer program.  Want to get dispatch centers linked and possibly centralized.  
______________________________________________________________________________
VI. HCFMO – “Burning Matters” – Jerry Ickes, 

A. The FMO is conducting an inventory of the 800 radios and going to the departments utilizing them.
B. FMO is putting together a response team to assist departments with fires/incidents, especially wildfires.

C. Job postings for two fire inspectors and one fire investigator.
D. Grants are available for Haz-Mat teams.

E. Wildland liaison position to be created.

F. Grace equipment should be here by July 15, 2012.

G. As of now, there are no fireworks restrictions in place for the Fourth of July.

H. Several departments still need to submit their dry hydrant report to the Fire Marshal’s Office.
I. The HCFMO is creating risk assessments for wildfires in the community.

J. Con-Ex cottages to be installed as live-fire props at the fire field.

K. Go to the HCFMO website for info on the investigator/inspector/Haz-Mat classes & internships available thru college courses in the area.

VII. State TDEM update – Jenniffier Shields-Hawes

A. TDEM was instrumental in the shuttle landing last month.
B. Hurricane preparedness underway (shelters, evacuation routes, etc.)

C. Town hall meetings are starting up with hurricane season approaching.
D. NIMS 300 and 400 instructors are needed.
VIII. HC Homeland Security & Emergency Management – David Wade

A. The HCOEM and HC Homeland Security will be participating in the town hall meetings for hurricane preparedness.

B. Hurricane Watch in place.  New emergency operation center plans underway.

IX. SFFMA Update – David Wade

A. Casino Night – July 24, 2012 at the Hilton in College Station to sponsor the 2013 SFFMA conference in The Woodlands.

B. 2012 Training Conference and Convention Summary.

C. 3rd Annual Texas Fallen Heroes Memorial Ride & Cook-Off, June 22-24, 2012

X. Adjournment

A Motion was made by Jerry Ickes and 2nd by Michael Battise to adjourn at 20:40.  The Motion carried all in favor.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Future Meetings:

March 21, 2012 – Crosby VFD

April 18, 2012 –   Kemah FD
May 16, 2012 – Atascocita VFD
June 20, 2012 – Jersey Village VFD 
July 18, 2012 – Sheldon Fire & Rescue

August 15, 2012 – Bellaire FD
September 19, 2012 – Cloverleaf VFD
October 17, 2012 – Eastex VFD/NEFR (tentative)
November 21, 2012 – Highlands VFD
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