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Harris County Fire Fighters Association

P.O. Box 3485
Humble, TX  77347
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             ______________________________________________________________________________
                                              September 19, 2012 Meeting Minutes
I. Welcoming – Meeting called to order by David Wade at 19:10 hrs.

A. Pledge of Allegiance 
B. Invocation – Doug Clough
C. Roll Call

D. Fire Chief Welcoming – Michael Battise, Cloverleaf VFD
E. Recognition of Guests

1. Past Presidents – Clough, Battise, Montgomery, Ickes, Anders, Burke
2. Good Will Ambassador – Michael Godfrey
3. Other Guests – Jack Wood, Wood Alternator & Starter Service
II. Presentations

A. Harris County Anthrax Response Plan – Mac McClendon, Harris County Public Health & Environmental Services

B. Jack Wood – alternator

C. Chris VonWiesenthal – Sea Legs amphibious vehicle 
III. General Business

A. Board meeting at Crosby VFD, Wednesday,  September 12, 2012

1. Discussed AIL proposal
2. 2013 A&M Field Day, David Brannon coordinating

3. Discussed membership dues.  Board voted to increase dues as follows:
a. Department Membership - $250.00

b. Affiliate Membership - $500.00

IV. Presentation of Reports

A. Approval of August Minutes – A Motion was made by Doug Clough and 2nd by George Tullgren to accept the August minutes as presented, carried all in favor.

B. Approval of the Financial Report – A Motion was made by Myrtis Lester and 2nd by Michael Battise to approve the August financial report, carried all in favor.

C. 2013 A&M Field Day – David Brannon
V. Report from Area Leadership Groups

A. Northwest Emergency Services Leadership Coalition – East side on 800 radio system.  Interoperability and department talk groups.  Requesting tactical channels from individual departments.
B. Northeast Chiefs – Accountability Board and 501C-3 discussion.  Training coordination between the departments.  Next meeting will be in November at South Houston VFD, elections will take place.
______________________________________________________________________________
C. Bay Area Chiefs – Ellington AFB is offering the use of one of its hangars to area departments in the event of a tropical storm/hurricane.  Seabrook VFD is offering fire boat tour.  Discussed Grace Accountability System.  Kemah VFD will host SFFMA training on October 11, 2012.
VI. Training

A. 2013 HCFFA Texas A&M Field Day, April 6-7, 2013.

B. Posted on HCFFA Website
1. Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Safety Symposium – Tools for Reducing Risk in Your Community, Sept. 20, 2012
2. NFA050 – Incident Command System for High Rise, Sept. 22-23, 2012
3. Inland Rescue Swimmer, Sept. 29-30, 2012
4. SFFMA Cert. Coordinator class, Oct. 11, 2012
5. Five Alarm Leadership Seminar, Oct. 27-28, 2012

6. 32nd Annual Gary A. Tilton Memorial Katy Area Vehicle Extrication & Rescue School, Nov. 9-11, 2012

7. Hazardous Materials Technician Course, Nov. 26-Dec. 7, 2012

VII. HCFMO – “Burning Matters” – Jerry Ickes 

A. FMO is putting together a response team to assist departments with fires/incidents, especially wildfires.

B. Three Con Ex boxes will be built, in addition to the installation of a flashover simulator, at the Harris County Fire & Sheriff’s Training Academy by the end of the year.

C. City of Deer Park 2012 Fire Prevention Parade – Oct. 6, 2012
D. Looking for departments with electronic versions of spreadsheets listing the locations and coordinates of hydrants in their territory to assist the FMO in compiling a county-wide map of hydrants.

E. Some of the Watchdogs have been shipped back to Grace for upgrades.
F. Nominees for Firefighter of the Year need to be submitted no later than October 17, 2012.

G. The Texas Forest Service is now called the Texas A&M Forest Service.

VIII. SFFMA Update – David Wade

A. 5-year Planning Conference and Budget Workshop, October 19-21, 2012.

B. New SFFMA Office Ground Breaking Ceremony, Saturday October 20, 2012.

______________________________________________________________________________
IX. Adjournment

A Motion was made by Jerry Ickes and 2nd by Michael Battise to adjourn at 20:55.  The Motion carried all in favor.
Future Meetings:

October 17, 2012 – Cy-Fair VFD
November 14, 2012 – Highlands VFD
December 2012 – No Meeting

January 2013 – South Houston VFD

February 2013 – Sheldon Community Fire & Rescue

March 2013 – Huffman VFD

April 2013 – Crosby VFD

May 2013 – Atascocita VFD
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